
 

 

 

WARRANT FOR THE ANNUAL TOWN MEETING 

WENHAM, MASSACHUSETTS 

Saturday April 7, 2018 
 

Essex, ss         
 

To either of the Constables of Wenham, in said County, 
 

GREETINGS:  

 

In the name of the Commonwealth of Massachusetts, you are hereby 

directed to notify the inhabitants of said Town qualified to vote in Town 

Affairs and elections.  The Town Meeting will take place in the Perkins 

Auditorium in the Bessie Buker School located at 1 School Street in said 

Town on Saturday, the seventh of April, 2018 at 1:00 PM.  Voters of the 

Town are also notified to bring in their votes at the Annual Town 

Election for the Election of Town officers and the several questions to 

be determined by official ballot from 7:00 AM until 8:00 PM at the 

Wenham Town Hall, 138 Main Street, on the twelfth of April, 2018. 

 

ARTICLE 1:      Budget Appropriations  
 

To see if the Town will determine what sum of money may be necessary to defray the Town’s 

expenses of the twelve month period beginning July 1, 2018 and ending June 30, 2019 (Fiscal 

Year 2019) and to make appropriations for the same and to determine the source thereof. 

Or take any other action relative thereto. 

 

Commentary: The FY 2019 budget, as recommended by the Board of Selectmen and Finance & 

Advisory Committee, totals $18,672,060. The FY 2019 budget uses $750,000 in FY 2017 free 

cash (see Article 2) to balance the budget and stay within the levy limit.  See financial exhibits 

contained within the warrant for further details.  If the FY 2019 budget outlined in Article 1 is 

accepted as recommended, overall local property taxation rises by $469,742, in line with a 2.5% 

levy limit increase under Proposition 2½.  This article includes funding for 2.5% of the Hamilton 

Wenham Regional School District’s operating expense increase.  Assuming no changes in the 

Town’s overall property valuation, the tax rate is set to rise to $19.38/1000, an increase of $.59 

or 3.1%, which translates into an increase of $307 to the median single family home valued at 

$520,450. These figures do not include any additional property tax rate increases associated 

with the potential approval of Articles 3, 4, and/or 5. 

 

Recommendation of the Board of Selectmen: Favorable Action (3-0-0) 

Recommendation of the Finance & Advisory Committee: Favorable Action (5-0-0) 

Vote needed: Simple Majority 



 

 

 

ARTICLE 2: Use of Free Cash to Balance the Budget  
 

To see what sum of money the Town will vote to transfer from FY 2017 Free Cash to be used to 

balance the budget for the twelve month period beginning July 1, 2018 and ending June 30, 2019 

(Fiscal Year 2019). 

Or take any other action relative thereto. 

 

Commentary: This article seeks to transfer the sum of $750,000 from the FY 2017 certified free 

cash amount of $1,232,635 to lower the FY 2019 tax rate. This article seeks to use 61% of the FY 

2017 certified free cash amount, leaving a balance of $482,635.  It is important to note that 

another $200,500 of FY 2017 certified free cash is proposed for appropriation in Article 6.  If 

funding for that use is also approved, 77% of available free cash will have been expended, 

leaving a remaining balance of $282,135, which is consistent with the Town’s Financial Policy 

to maintain a minimum balance of $250,000 in free cash.  For comparison purposes, the Town’s 

FY 2016 free cash was certified at $1,371,147 and 2017 Annual Town Meeting appropriated 

$750,000 or 70.5% leaving a balance of $405,147.   
 

Recommendation of the Board of Selectmen: Favorable Action (3-0-0) 

Recommendation of the Finance & Advisory Committee: Favorable Action (5-0-0) 

Vote needed: Simple Majority 

 

 

ARTICLE 3: Hamilton Wenham Regional School District 

Operating Expense Override 
 

To see if the Town will vote to raise and appropriate an additional sum of money for Wenham’s 

annual assessment for the FY 2019 Hamilton Wenham Regional School District budget as 

adopted by the Hamilton Wenham Regional School Committee for the period July 1, 2018 to 

June 30, 2019; provided, however, that the vote taken hereunder shall be expressly contingent 

upon approval by the voters at an election of a Proposition 2 ½ override allowing the Town to 

raise the funds appropriated hereunder outside the limits established by Proposition 2 ½, MGL 

Chapter 59, Section 21C. 

Or take any other action relative thereto. 

 

Commentary: The operating budget voted by the Hamilton Wenham Regional School Committee 

for FY19 included a 6.9% operating expense increase. Due to budget constraints, the Town was 

able to fund 2.5% of this increase within the levy limit under Article 1.  Funding for the district’s 

additional 4.4% operating expense increase is included in this article. Funding for this operating 

override must be approved both by Town Meeting and at the ballot in Wenham.  Due to the 

effects of a continuing shift in student enrollment, Wenham’s net assessment increase from FY 

2018 to FY 2019 is set at 9.2%.  If Article 3 is approved, the tax rate is projected to increase by 

another $.42/1000, or 2.2%, to $19.80. 

 

Board of Selectmen Do Not Recommend Favorable Action (3-0-0) 

Finance & Advisory Committee Do Not Recommend Favorable Action (4-0-0) 

Vote needed: Simple Majority 

 



 

 

 

ARTICLE 4:  Debt Exclusion: Winthrop School Fire 

Suppression System 
 

To see what action the Town will take in accordance with MGL Chapter 71, Section 16(d) with 

respect to a borrowing authorized by the Hamilton-Wenham Regional School District School 

Committee in the amount of $850,000 for the purchase and installation of a fire suppression 

system at the Winthrop Elementary School, located at 325 Bay Rd, South Hamilton, MA 01982, 

including the payment of all incidental or related costs; provided, however, that the vote taken 

hereunder shall be expressly contingent upon approval by the voters at an election of a 

Proposition 2 ½ debt exclusion allowing the Town to raise the money needed to repay its share 

of the borrowing outside the limits established by Proposition 2 ½, MGL Chapter 59, Section 

21C.  

Or take any other action relative thereto. 

 

Commentary: Following the extensive renovation work that was completed at the Winthrop 

School over the past several years, the Hamilton-Wenham Regional School District is now 

required to install new sprinkler and fire alarm systems in order to bring the building into 

compliance with MGL Chapter 148 Section 26G.  Although the deadline to comply with these 

statutory fire code provisions has been extended by the Hamilton Fire Department, the district is 

obligated to seek this debt exclusion to pay for the costs of this $850,000 upgrade to ensure these 

systems are installed by August 2019.  If Article 4 is approved by Town Meeting and at the 

ballot, Wenham will be responsible for approximately $300,000 of the project costs, with a tax 

rate impact of an additional $.03/1000. 

 

Recommendation of the Board of Selectmen: Favorable Action (3-0-0) 

Recommendation of the Finance & Advisory Committee: Favorable Action (3-0-0) 

Vote needed: Simple Majority 

 

 

ARTICLE 5:  Debt Exclusion: Hamilton Wenham Regional 

School District Safety, Accessibility, and 

Critical Infrastructure 
 

To see what action the Town will take in accordance with MGL Chapter 71, Section 16(d) with 

respect to a borrowing authorized by the Hamilton-Wenham Regional School District School 

Committee in the amount of $2,600,000 for the purpose of paying costs of various FY19 “Safety, 

Accessibility and Critical Infrastructure” capital projects within the District as outlined in the 

District’s Five-Year Capital Plan dated February 13, 2018, including the payment of all 

incidental or related costs, provided, however, that the vote taken hereunder shall be expressly 

contingent approval by the voters at an election of a Proposition 2 ½ debt exclusion allowing the 

Town to raise the money needed to repay its share of the borrowing outside the limits established 

by Proposition 2 ½, MGL Chapter 59, Section 21C. 

Or take any other action relative thereto. 

 

Commentary: These projects and acquisitions have been identified by the Hamilton Wenham 

Regional School Committee as priority needs to address starting in FY19.  Broadly, this 



 

 

 

$2,600,00 capital debt exclusion includes funding for $761,000 for various facility and grounds 

improvements, $373,575 for new kitchen equipment, $800,000 for new classroom furniture, and 

$665,420 for assorted technology infrastructure.  Additional details about these projects and 

acquisitions can be found in the district’s 5 Year Capital Improvement Program.  If Article 5 is 

approved by Town Meeting and at the ballot, Wenham will be responsible for approximately 

$937,000 of these project costs, with a tax rate impact of an additional $.08/1000.   

 

Recommendation of the Board of Selectmen: To be given at Town Meeting 

Recommendation of the Finance & Advisory Committee: To be given at Town Meeting 

Vote needed: Simple Majority 

 

 

ARTICLE 6: Use of Free Cash to Fund FY 2019 Capital 

Improvement Program 

 

To see what sum of money the Town will vote to transfer from FY 2017 Free Cash to fund the 

FY 2019 Capital Improvement Program for the following eligible items and amounts, including 

the acquisition, leasing, purchase and equipping of capital items and all incidental and related 

costs for all capital items and projects, and to authorize the Board of Selectmen to enter into a 

lease purchase agreement or other contracts for such purposes for up to or more than three years: 

A. Town Hall – Exterior Painting   $18,000 

B. Fire – Portable Radios    $30,000 

C. Building & Grounds – Used Utility Vehicle $  5,000 

D. Highway – Portable Truck Lift  $45,000 

E. Highway – Road Capital    $45,000 

F. Highway – Front End Loader   $40,000 (lease/purchase, year 1 of 5 years) 

G. Police – Administrative Vehicle  $17,500 (lease/purchase, year 1 of 3 years) 

Or take any other action relative thereto. 

 

Commentary: The Town is committed to continuing our efforts to make strategic investments in 

our infrastructure, facilities, and equipment. To that end, we have developed an updated 5-Year 

Capital Improvement Program (CIP) that seeks to comprehensively address our needs in a way 

that is both realistic and sustainable.  The items identified in this article have been prioritized for 

FY 2019 as part of an annual evaluation process.  Using $200,500, or approximately 16%, of 

available certified free cash to fund annual capital needs is consistent with best practices in 

municipal financial planning.  If all proposed uses of free cash are approved, a balance of 

$282,135 will remain, consistent with the Town’s Financial Policies. 

 

Recommendation of the Board of Selectmen: Favorable Action (3-0-0) 

Recommendation of the Finance & Advisory Committee: Favorable Action (5-0-0) 

Vote needed: Simple Majority for items A-E; 2/3 Majority for items F&G 

 

 

 

 



 

 

 

 

 

ARTICLE 7: Water Department Capital Expenditure 
 

To see if the Town will vote to transfer a sum of money from the Water Surplus account to the 

Water Capital account for the purchase and equipping of a utility truck. 

Or take any other action relative thereto. 

 

Commentary: This article would allow funds from the Water Surplus account, with a current 

balance of $221,858, to be used for the purchase of a new 1-ton utility pick-up truck. The vehicle 

currently in service will be repurposed for use by the Building and Grounds Department, with 

the Town covering the $5,000 in trade-in value costs through the appropriation outlined in 

Article 6. 

 

Recommendation of the Board of Selectmen: Favorable Action (3-0-0) 

Recommendation of the Finance & Advisory Committee: Favorable Action (5-0-0) 

Vote needed: Simple Majority 

 

 

ARTICLE 8:  Creation of Water Capital Reserve Account 

    And Transfer from Water Operating Budget 
 

To see if the Town will vote in accordance with MGL Chapter 41, Section 69B to establish a 

new Water Capital Reserve account to be subject to appropriation by Town Meeting for water 

system capital expenditures, and, in connection therewith, to transfer $35,000 from the FY 2019 

Water operating budget into this account. 

Or take any other action relative thereto. 

 

Commentary: The Water Department is responsible for the maintenance of more than 28 miles 

of water main throughout town.  While most of this infrastructure is still in relatively good 

condition, it was all installed 40+ years ago and will need to be incrementally replaced over 

time in the coming years.  This work will come at a significant cost, requiring a debt issuance 

that will be authorized by Town Meeting when the time comes.  In the meantime, the Water 

Commission is beginning to set aside funds on an annual basis into this new capital reserve 

account to mitigate impacts to the water rate.  Based on a reduction in just over $35,000 in 

annual debt payments starting in FY 2019, these funds can now be included in the Water 

Department’s level funded operating budget and set aside for this purpose. 

 

Recommendation of the Board of Selectmen: Favorable Action (3-0-0) 

Recommendation of the Finance & Advisory Committee: Favorable Action (5-0-0) 

Vote needed: Simple Majority 

 

 

 

 

 

 



 

 

 

 

 

ARTICLE 9:    Revolving Funds  
 

To see if the Town will vote pursuant to the provisions of MGL Chapter 44, Section 53E½ to 

take the following action to amend the General Bylaws, Chapter XXVIII, Revolving Funds, to 

include the Iron Rail Revolving Fund established last year, create and provide funding for a 

Water Mitigation Revolving Fund, and establish fiscal year spending limits for all revolving 

funds: 

   

(a) Amend the General Bylaws, Chapter XXVIII, Revolving Funds, to insert at the end of  

 Section 1 the following the following fund: 

 

  Iron Rail Rental 

Revenues collected through rental fees from tenants of the Iron Rail property for 

the purpose of paying for facility maintenance and capital investments; to be 

expended by the Iron Rail Commission.  

 

(b) Amend the General Bylaws, Chapter XXVIII, Revolving Funds, to insert at the end of 

Section 1 the following new fund: 

 

  Water Mitigation 

Revenues collected through permitting fees for the purpose of paying for water 

mitigation initiatives, including but not limited to offering rebates to residents for 

water saving devices and appliances; to be expended by the Board of Water 

Commissioners. 

 

and further to transfer to such revolving fund the sum of $20,900 from available funds in 

the Water Surplus account already collected for such purposes. 

 

(c) Establish fiscal year limitations on expenditures for the revolving funds established by  

 Section 1 of Chapter XXVIII of the General Bylaws, Revolving Funds, and as approved  

hereunder, with such limitations to remain applicable from fiscal year to fiscal year until 

such time as they are later amended: 

 

  H-W Grounds Maintenance: $20,000 

  Iron Rail Rental: $25,000 

  Water Mitigation: $10,000 

 

Or take any other action relative thereto. 

 

Commentary: This article accomplishes three actions in relation to revolving funds for the 

Town. It adds the previously authorized Iron Rail Revolving Account to the Town’s Bylaws, 

creates a water mitigation account and transfers existing funds into this new account, and sets 

annual spending limits on all three revolving accounts. 

 



 

 

 

Last year, the Town created a new Iron Rail Rental revolving fund as a mechanism for allocating 

a portion of the $160,000+ in revenues annually collected from this property so that those funds 

could be spent directly on building-related maintenance. This revolving fund ensures that the 

Town is committed to consistently investing in the maintenance of this important asset.  With this 

annual allocation, the Iron Rail will be able to fund its own Capital Improvement Program 

expenses, including annual debt payments that may be authorized under Article 14.  In FY 2019 

and going forward, allocation into this revolving account will be $25,000. This amount has been 

deducted from the local receipt totals for the coming fiscal year. 

 

Given the limitations placed on the Town by the Department of Environmental Protection on the 

amount of water we are permitted to withdraw from the Ipswich River basin on an annual basis, 

the Water Department has imposed a fee on certain large-scale development projects sufficient 

to try to mitigate the impact of those developments on our cumulative water usage.  $20,900 has 

been collected for these purposes to date.  With several more projects expected to come online 

over the next few years, we want to ensure that these funds are segregated from the Water 

Surplus account such that they may be used to directly encourage reduced water consumption by 

residents.  The Water Department will manage this new program, offering rebates on water 

saving devices and appliances. 

 

For a number of years, the Wenham DPW has performed certain grounds maintenance services 

for the Hamilton Wenham Regional School District, for which the Town is reimbursed. The Town 

will continue to provide these services in FY 2019. 

 

Recommendation of the Board of Selectmen: Favorable Action (2-0-0) 

Recommendation of the Finance & Advisory Committee: Favorable Action (4-0-0) 

Vote needed: Simple Majority 

 

 

* CONSENT CALENDAR FOR WARRANT ARTICLES 10-13* 

 

ARTICLE 10:    Cemetery and Other Trust Funds 
 

To see if the Town will vote to accept the Cemetery and other Trust Funds received in FY 2017, 

as printed in Part I of the Town Report and on file with the Town Clerk.  

Or take any other action relative thereto. 

 

Commentary: This is a standard acceptance article required to enable expenditure of annually 

accruing funds from trust donations for general or restricted purposes as provided by the terms 

of the gift or trust. 

 

Recommendation of the Board of Selectmen: Favorable Action (3-0-0) 

Recommendation of the Finance & Advisory Committee: Favorable Action (5-0-0) 

Vote needed: Simple Majority 

 

 

ARTICLE 11:    Cemetery Maintenance Fund Transfer 
 



 

 

 

To see if the Town will vote to authorize the Treasurer to withdraw a sum of money, not to 

exceed $7,500, from the Sale of Cemetery Lots - Receipts Reserved for Appropriation account, 

after July 1, 2018 and before June 30, 2019, and transfer and deposit said funds into the General 

Fund.  The purpose of the transfer is to subsidize Highway Department expenditures for the care 

and operation of the three cemeteries in the Town of Wenham.  

Or take any other action relative thereto.  

 

Commentary: The Sale of Cemetery Lots - Receipts Reserved for Appropriation account is 

restricted for expenditure for certain purposes, including costs to maintain the cemeteries.  For 

many years, this service has been provided by DPW staff rather than a private grounds keeping 

service.  The DPW estimates their cost to maintain the cemeteries totals approximately $30,000 

each year.  Proceeds from burials and the sale of lots have historically directed about $20,000 to 

the General Fund to help offset these expenses.  

 

This article seeks to transfer $7,500 from the Sale of Cemetery Lots - Receipts Reserved for 

Appropriation account to cover the balance of projected DPW General Fund expenses for 

cemetery maintenance next year.  If this transfer is approved by Town Meeting, that account 

balance will be $8,957.  Based on historical sale of lot proceeds, transfers from this account at 

this level should continue to be self-sustaining over time. 

 

Recommendation of the Board of Selectmen: Favorable Action (3-0-0) 

Recommendation of the Finance & Advisory Committee: Favorable Action (5-0-0) 

Vote needed: Simple Majority 

 

 

ARTICLE 12:    Road Work – Chapter 90 Funding 
 

To see if the Town will vote from available funds a sum of money for work on Town Roads, 

subject to conditions detailed by the Massachusetts Department of Transportation Highway 

Division, pursuant to MGL Chapter 30, Section 39M; Chapter 149, Section 44J; and Chapter 

149, Section 26-27F; said work to conform to the requirements of the Massachusetts Department 

of Transportation Highway Division.  

Or take any other action relative thereto. 

 

Commentary: This annual article allows the Town to expend funds for work on Town Roads in 

anticipation of reimbursement through the state’s Chapter 90 program.  The actual amount of 

funding available to the Town will not be confirmed until the state votes to appropriate funding 

later in the calendar year, but has historically totaled approximately $150,000 and no major 

changes are anticipated for this coming year based on the bond bill filed by the Governor. 

 

Recommendation of the Board of Selectmen: Favorable Action (3-0-0) 

Recommendation of the Finance & Advisory Committee: Favorable Action (5-0-0) 

Vote needed: Simple Majority 

 

 

ARTICLE 13:  Rescission of Authorized, but Unissued Debt  
 



 

 

 

To see if the Town will vote to rescind the authorized, but unissued debt of the Town approved 

under Article 11 of the April 11, 2015 Annual Town Meeting in the amounts of $23,000 for 

DPW Equipment and Finance and Police Department Server and $14,738 for Software Upgrades 

and under Article 10 of the May 1, 2010 Annual Town Meeting in the amount of $260,955 for an 

Energy Savings Performance Contract (ESCO), which borrowing authority is no longer required 

for the purposes originally approved.  

Or take any other action relative thereto. 

 

Commentary: The Town has a current total balance of $298,693 in unissued debt from several 

projects that were previously authorized by Town Meeting.  Since these projects with unissued 

balances are now complete and the Town does not plan to issue any new debt for them, these 

balances need to be rescinded in order for them to be removed from the Town’s financial 

records.   

 

Recommendation of the Board of Selectmen: Favorable Action (2-0-0) 

Recommendation of the Finance & Advisory Committee: Favorable Action (3-0-0) 

Vote needed: Simple Majority 

 

 

ARTICLE 14:  Authorize Borrowing: Iron Rail Capital Needs 
 

To see if the Town will vote to appropriate $245,000, or any other sum, to pay costs of 

remodeling and improving the Iron Rail facility, including, but not limited to, replacing the roof, 

gutter, and fascia, repairing masonry, repaving the entrance road and paving the parking lot, and 

also including the payment of costs incidental or related thereto; that to meet this appropriation, 

the Treasurer, with the approval of the Selectmen, is authorized to borrow said amount under and 

pursuant to MGL Chapter 44, or any other enabling authority and to issue bonds or notes of the 

Town therefor; that the Board of Selectmen and any other appropriate Town officials are 

authorized to take any other action necessary or convenient to carry out this vote; that any 

premium received upon the sale of any bonds or notes approved by this vote, less any such 

premium applied to the payment of the costs of issuance of such bonds or notes, may be applied 

to the payment of costs approved by this vote in accordance with Chapter 44, Section 20 of the 

General Laws, thereby reducing the amount authorized to be borrowed to pay such costs by a 

like amount. 

Or take any other action relative thereto. 

 

Commentary: This article seeks to issue $245,000 in debt for needed capital repairs and 

improvements at the Iron Rail facility. Priority projects identified by the Iron Rail Commission 

include roof replacement of the brick building and paving work to the access road and rear 

parking area.  Annual debt payments for this work will be paid from the Iron Rail Rental 

revolving fund for the next 15 years, with limited additional funding available for smaller capital 

projects during that period.  Although technically a general obligation bond, this debt issuance 

has no anticipated impact on the tax rate. 

 

Recommendation of the Board of Selectmen: Favorable Action (2-0-0) 

Recommendation of the Finance & Advisory Committee: Favorable Action (3-0-0) 

Vote needed: 2/3 Majority 



 

 

 

 

 

ARTICLE 15:  CPA Appropriations 
 

To see if the Town will vote to hear and act on the report of the Community Preservation 

Committee on the FY 2019 Community Preservation budget; to appropriate from the Community 

Preservation Fund a sum of money to meet the necessary and proper expenses of the Community 

Preservation Committee for FY 2019 and to approve the appropriation to expend or set aside the 

following amounts as recommended by the Community Preservation Committee: a sum of 

money for the acquisition, creation and preservation of open space; a sum of money for 

acquisition, creation, preservation, rehabilitation, and restoration of land for recreational use; a 

sum of money for the acquisition, preservation, rehabilitation, and restoration of historic 

resources and a sum of money for the acquisition, creation, preservation and support of 

community housing. 

Or take any other action relative thereto. 

 

1) To see if the Town will vote to approve the following transfers of Community Preservation 

Act funds: 

a) The sum of $117,000, for the purpose of reserving a minimum of 10% of the total FY 

2019 estimated CPA revenue to be transferred as follows: 

i) $39,000 to the “FUND BALANCE RESERVED FOR HISTORIC RESOURCES” 

ii) $39,000 to the “FUND BALANCE RESERVED FOR OPEN SPACE & 

RECREATION” 

iii) $39,000 to the “FUND BALANCE RESERVED FOR COMMUNITY HOUSING” 

Recommendation of the Board of Selectmen: Favorable Action (3-0-0) 

Recommendation of the Finance & Advisory Committee: Favorable Action (5-0-0) 

Vote needed: Simple Majority 

 

b) The sum of $265,500 from FY 2019 estimated CPA revenue to FY 2019 BUDGETED 

RESERVES 

Recommendation of the Board of Selectmen: Favorable Action (3-0-0) 

Recommendation of the Finance & Advisory Committee: Favorable Action (5-0-0) 

Vote needed: Simple Majority 

 

c) The sum of $7,500 from FY 2019 estimated CPA revenue to the CPA Administrative 

account. 

 

Recommendation of the Board of Selectmen: Favorable Action (3-0-0) 

Recommendation of the Finance & Advisory Committee: Favorable Action (5-0-0) 

Vote needed: Simple Majority 

 

2)   The following sums to be appropriated from the indicated CPA source for the following  

      purposes: 

 



 

 

 

a) The sum of $2,500 from CPA FUND BALANCE to the Town of Wenham Cemetery 

Commission for the purpose of the Fairfield Cemetery Restoration Project, as described 

in detail in the application submitted to the Community Preservation Committee, 

including all incidental and related expenses. 

 

Recommendation of the Board of Selectmen: Favorable Action (3-0-0) 

Recommendation of the Finance & Advisory Committee: Favorable Action (5-0-0) 

Vote needed: Simple Majority 

 

b) The sum of $9,500 from CPA FUND BALANCE to the Town of Wenham Cemetery 

Commission for the Main Street Cemetery Gravestone Preservation Project as described 

in detail in the application submitted to the Community Preservation Committee, 

including all incidental and related expenses. 

 

Recommendation of the Board of Selectmen: Favorable Action (3-0-0) 

Recommendation of the Finance & Advisory Committee: Favorable Action (5-0-0) 

Vote needed: Simple Majority 

 

c) The sum of $46,009.87 from the CPA FUND BALANCE RESERVED FOR HISTORIC 

RESOURCES and the sum of $87,240.13 from the CPA FUND BALANCE for a total 

sum of $133,250 for the purpose of paying the debt service in FY 2019 on the $2,151,421 

supplemental borrowing under Massachusetts General Laws, Chapter 44 and 44B for the 

rehabilitation of the 163 year-old Wenham Town Hall Building located at 138 Main 

Street in accordance with the plans developed and administered by the Wenham Town 

Hall and Police Station Building Committee. 

 

Recommendation of the Board of Selectmen: Favorable Action (3-0-0) 

Recommendation of the Finance & Advisory Committee: Favorable Action (5-0-0) 

Vote needed: Simple Majority 

 

d) The sum of $89,455 from the CPA FUND BALANCE as a grant to the Wenham 

Museum for the preservation of the historic Clafin-Gerrish-Richards House located at 

132 Main Street, Wenham, Massachusetts, and to authorize the Board of Selectmen to 

enter into a grant agreement with the Museum Board of Trustees upon such terms and 

conditions as the Board of Selectmen shall deem appropriate, and to authorize said Board 

to accept a preservation restriction in such house. 

 

Recommendation of the Board of Selectmen: Favorable Action (3-0-0) 

Recommendation of the Finance & Advisory Committee: Favorable Action (5-0-0) 

Vote needed: Simple Majority 

 

Commentary: In 2005, the Town adopted the Community Preservation Act, and began 

accumulating funds drawn from a 3% surcharge on our Wenham real estate taxes, with the first 

$100,000 of assessed value being exempt from that surcharge.  To date, we have collected 

$3,426,909 in local property taxes and the Town has received $2,220,370 in state matching 

funds.  Money from this CPA fund can be used to pay for projects that qualify. CPA mandates 

that each year, the Town must set aside from its CPA income at least 10% each for open space, 

community housing, and historic preservation funds.  Operation of and initial selection of grants 



 

 

 

from the CPA funds so collected are made by an appointed Community Preservation Committee.  

The Committee reviews eligible needs in the town and grant applications, and its 

recommendation is required for Town Meeting to appropriate CPA funds for specific projects.  

This article sets forth the CPC recommended grants for FY 2019.  If all proposed project funding 

and transfers are approved by Town Meeting this year, the account balances for each fund will 

be as follows; $637,293 in open space fund; $326,000 in community housing fund; $39,000 in 

historic preservation fund; $703,077 in CPA Fund balance; $265,500 in budgetary reserves; for 

a total fund balance of $1,970,870. 

Consistent with the new CPA application format, this year’s appropriation to the Wenham 

Museum (and any other non-municipal entity going forward) includes language authorizing the 

Board of Selectmen to act on behalf of the Town to establish grant agreements and/or restriction 

agreements with each of these applicants to ensure compliance with the CPA statute. 

 

ARTICLE 16:  Special Legislation, Appropriation, and 

Authorize Borrowing: Longfellow Road and 

South Street Road Improvements and 

Betterment Assessment 

 

To see if the Town will vote to: authorize the Board of Selectmen to petition the General Court 

for special legislation allowing the Town to borrow for and make improvements to Longfellow 

Road and South Street, both private ways, and assess betterments therefor in a manner agreed to 

by the Town and the residents; and to authorize the General Court to make clerical or editorial 

changes of form only to the bill, unless the Board of Selectmen approves amendments to the bill 

before enactment by the General Court, and to authorize the  Board of Selectmen to approve 

amendments which shall be within the scope of the general public objectives of the petition; to 

allocate projects costs of $60,000 to the Town and the remainder to be assessed to the residents 

to be bettered by the projects; and, for such purposes, to appropriate $302,450 for this project, 

with the sum of $60,000 to be transferred from overlay reserves for the Town’s portion of the 

costs of such improvements, and to authorize the Treasurer, with the approval of the Board of 

Selectmen, to borrow the remainder and issue bonds and notes of the Town therefor pursuant to 

MGL Chapter 44, the special act authorized hereunder, or any other enabling authority, and to 

authorize that any premium received upon the sale of any bonds or notes approved by this vote, 

less any such premium applied to the payment of the costs of issuance of such bonds or notes, 

may be applied to the payment of costs approved by this vote in accordance with Chapter 44, 

Section 20 of the General Laws, thereby reducing the amount authorized to be borrowed to pay 

such costs by a like amount, and that while such bonds shall be general obligations of the Town, 

it is anticipated that the amounts needed to repay the principal and interest on the bond will be 

collected as betterments from those benefiting from the project. 

 

Or take any other action relative thereto. 

 

Commentary: The residents on Longfellow Road and South Street, both private ways, seek to 

have permanent repairs made to their roadways, including full depth reclamation and topcoat 

paving.  In addition, based on the input of the Police Chief, Fire Chief, and DPW Director, the 



 

 

 

Town has considerable public safety concerns regarding the road conditions of the area 

adjacent to the so-called ravine on Longfellow Road.  The Town therefore wanted to include any 

necessary slope stabilization and/or enhancement work at the ravine in the scope of work for this 

project.  Special legislation, as generally outlined in this article, is required for the Town to 

coordinate this project, contribute some public funds to the ravine stabilization and enhancement 

work, and impose betterments for road work on these private ways.  Ultimately, if approved by 

Town Meeting, this special legislation will then have to be approved by the state legislature. 

 

To better understand what this project will likely cost, the residents commissioned a survey of 

Longfellow Road and an engineering evaluation of the ravine area on Longfellow earlier this 

year.  This preliminary engineering study explored subsurface conditions, identified geotechnical 

considerations associated with the slope stabilization and/or road widening, developed a typical 

roadway cross-section with a guardrail system, and provided the residents and the Town with a 

report discussing design alternatives and associated repair costs.  Based on the findings from 

this report, the total cost of the ravine work is now estimated to be $227,500.  This estimate 

includes costing for the installation of a rip rap stone embankment at the ravine, road widening 

and the installation of a guardrail and fencing at this location, and all associated engineering, 

permitting, procurement, and construction oversight costs.  The remainder of the project, 

including all of the paving work, is currently projected to cost another $74,950, bringing the 

total estimated cost of the work to $302,450.   

 

Based on the significant public safety concerns regarding the current road conditions at the 

ravine on Longfellow, the Town is seeking to contribute $60,000 from available overlay surplus 

for the ravine work.  The residents will be responsible for covering all other project costs and 

will pay for their share of the costs through betterments to be imposed by the Town once the 

project is completed. 

 

Recommendation of the Board of Selectmen: Favorable Action (2-0-0) 

Recommendation of the Finance & Advisory Committee: Favorable Action (4-0-0) 

Vote needed: 2/3 Majority 

 

 

ARTICLE 17: Zoning Bylaw Adoption: Marijuana 

Establishment Ban 
 

To see if the Town will vote to amend the Wenham Zoning Bylaw by inserting a new Section 

4.2.5 entitled, Marijuana Establishments that would provide as follows: 

 

4.2.5 Marijuana Establishments 

Consistent with MGL Chapter 94G, Section 3(a)(2), all types of “marijuana establishments” as 

defined in MGL Chapter 94G, Section 1, to include marijuana cultivators, independent testing 

laboratory, marijuana product manufacturers, marijuana retailers or any other types of licensed 

marijuana-related businesses, shall be prohibited within the Town of Wenham. 

 

Or take any action relative thereto. 

 



 

 

 

Commentary: Beginning this April, the Cannabis Control Commission will begin issuing 

licenses statewide for adult use marijuana facilities.  Without having any local zoning 

regulations in place, interested parties could look to establish operations in Wenham by right.  

Under “The Act to Ensure Safe Access to Marijuana”, municipalities have the option to impose 

a ban on the retail sale of all adult use, or so-called recreational, and medical marijuana.  Since 

Wenham voted against Question 4 in 2016, this ban can be imposed through a vote of Town 

Meeting.  Taking into account that 53% of Wenham residents voted against this measure (with 

over 2400 votes being cast), the Town wanted to provide a series of policy options to Town 

Meeting, the first of which is this proposed zoning bylaw ban. If Article 17 passes, Articles 18-20 

will be moot and so will be passed over by the Moderator. 

 

Recommendation of the Planning Board:  Favorable Action (3-1-0) 

Recommendation of the Board of Selectmen: Favorable Action (2-0-0) 

Vote needed: 2/3 Majority 

 

 

ARTICLE 18: Bylaw Adoption: Marijuana Establishment 

Ban 
 

To see if the Town will vote to amend the Town’s General Bylaws by inserting a new section 

entitled, “Marijuana Establishments”, that would provide as follows, and further to authorize the 

Town Clerk to assign such General Bylaw an appropriate section number.  

 

___  Marijuana Establishments 

Consistent with MGL Chapter 94G, Section 3(a)(2), all types of “marijuana 

establishments” as defined in MGL Chapter 94G, Section 1, to include marijuana 

cultivators, independent testing laboratory, marijuana product manufacturers, marijuana 

retailers or any other types of licensed marijuana-related businesses, shall be prohibited 

within the Town of Wenham. 

 

Or take any other action relative thereto. 

 

Commentary: Since “The Act to Ensure Safe Access to Marijuana” is ambiguous regarding 

whether a zoning bylaw or general bylaw provides ample authority for the Town to impose a ban 

on marijuana retail establishments, we have included this option in case the zoning bylaw fails.  

However, since it is still unclear whether a general bylaw ban is sufficient, the restrictive zoning 

bylaw outlined in Article 19 will be acted on even if this Article passes. 

 

Recommendation of the Board of Selectmen: Favorable Action (2-0-0) 

Vote needed: Simple Majority 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 



 

 

 

 

 

ARTICLE 19: Zoning Bylaw Adoption: Retail Marijuana  
 

To see if the Town will vote to amend the Town of Wenham Zoning Bylaw by to address 

recreational marijuana retailers, as follows: 

 

Amend Section 4.0, Use Regulations, Subsection 4.1 by inserting under “Commercial”, a 

new use, “Marijuana Retailers”, to be allowed pursuant to a special permit issued by the 

Planning Board only in the Business District; and . 

 

Amend Section 10.0, Special Regulations, by inserting a new Subsection 10.3 

“Recreational Marijuana Retailers”, as follows: 

 

Recreational Marijuana Retailers 

 

10.3.1 Purpose 

To provide for the placement of Marijuana Retailers, in accordance with An Act To Ensure Safe 

Access to Marijuana,  Chapter 55 of the Acts of 2017 and all regulations which have or may be 

issued by the Department of Public Health and/or the Cannabis Control Commission, including, 

but not limited to 105 CMR 725.00 and 935 CMR 500.00 implementing this Act, in locations 

suitable for such uses, which will minimize adverse impacts Marijuana Retailers on adjacent 

properties, residential neighborhoods, schools, playgrounds, public beaches and other locations 

where minors congregate by regulating the siting, design, placement, security, and removal 

Marijuana Retailers.  

 

 

10.3.2 Definitions 

Where not expressly defined in the Zoning Bylaws, terms used in this section shall be interpreted 

as defined in MGL Chapter 94I and MGL Chapter 94G and any regulations issued by the 

Cannabis Control Commission implementing these laws, and otherwise by their plain language. 

 

a. Independent Testing Laboratory means a laboratory that is licensed by the Cannabis 

Control Commission pursuant to 935 CMR 500.000 with respect to the regulation of 

the Adult Use of Marijuana that is: (i) accredited to the most current International 

Organization for Standardization 17025 by a third-party accrediting body that is a 

signatory to the International Laboratory Accreditation Accrediting Cooperation 

mutual recognition arrangement or that is otherwise approved by the commission; (ii) 

independent financially from any medical marijuana treatment center or any licensee 

or marijuana establishment for which it conducts a test; and (iii) qualified to test 

marijuana in compliance with 935 CMR 500.160 and MGL Chapter 94C, Section 34. 

 

b. Marijuana Cultivator means an entity licensed by the Cannabis Control Commission 

pursuant to 935 CMR 500.000 with respect to the regulation of the Adult Use of 

Marijuana to cultivate, process and package marijuana, to deliver marijuana to 

Marijuana Establishments and to transfer marijuana to other Marijuana 

Establishments, but not to consumers. 



 

 

 

 

c. Marijuana Delivery-Only Retailer means an entity licensed by the Cannabis Control 

Commission pursuant to 935 CMR 500.000 with respect to the regulation of the Adult 

Use of Marijuana that does not provide a retail location accessible to the public, but is 

authorized to deliver directly from a marijuana cultivator facility, craft marijuana 

cultivator cooperative facility, marijuana product manufacturer facility, or micro-

business. 

 

d. Marijuana Product Manufacturer means an entity licensed by the Cannabis Control 

Commission pursuant to 935 CMR 500.000 with respect to the regulation of the Adult 

Use of Marijuana to obtain, manufacture, process and package marijuana and 

marijuana products, to deliver marijuana and marijuana products to Marijuana 

Establishments and to transfer marijuana and marijuana products to other Marijuana 

Establishments, but not to consumers. 

 

e. Marijuana Retailer means an entity licensed by the Cannabis Control Commission 

pursuant to 935 CMR 500.000 with respect to the regulation of the Adult Use of 

Marijuana to purchase and deliver marijuana and marijuana products from Marijuana 

Establishments and to deliver, sell or otherwise transfer marijuana and marijuana 

products to Marijuana Establishments and to consumers as defined in G.L. c. 94G and 

any regulations promulgated thereunder. 

 

f. Medical Marijuana Treatment Center means an entity licensed by the Department of 

Public Health or the Cannabis Control Commission under a medical use marijuana 

license that acquires, cultivates, possesses, processes, transfers, transports, sells, 

distributes, dispenses, or administers marijuana, products containing marijuana, 

related supplies, or educational materials for the benefit of  registered qualifying 

patients or their personal caregivers in the treatment of debilitating medical 

conditions or the symptoms thereof.  

 

10.3.3 Location and Dimensional Controls 

 

1. Marijuana Retailers as defined herein may be permitted in the Business District only per 

Section 4.1, the Table of Use Regulations, pursuant to a Special Permit and Site Plan 

Approval. 

 

2. A marijuana cultivator, independent testing laboratory, marijuana product manufacturer, 

or any other type of licensed marijuana-related business, as set forth in G.L. c.94G, but 

not a recreational Marijuana Retailer, are prohibited within the Town of Wenham per the 

Table of Use Regulations, Section 4.1. 

 

3. Marijuana Retailers may not be located within 500 feet of the following pre-existing 

uses: 

 

a. Public or private school providing education in kindergarten or grades 1 

through 12; 

b. State-licensed Child Care Facility; 



 

 

 

c. Library, playground, public park, public beach, youth center; or similar 

facility in which minors commonly congregate. 

 

The distance under this section shall be measured in a straight line from the nearest point of the 

property line of the protected uses identified above to the nearest point of the property line of the 

proposed Marijuana Retailer. 

 

4. Marijuana Retailers shall be located only in a permanent building and not within any 

mobile facility.  All sales shall be conducted within the building pursuant to applicable 

state regulations. 

 

5. Unless explicitly stated otherwise, Marijuana Retailers shall conform to the dimensional 

requirements applicable to non-residential uses within the underlying zoning district. 

 

6. All Marijuana Retailers shall conform to the signage requirements of Section 7 of the 

Zoning Bylaw.  The Planning Board may impose additional restrictions on signage, as 

appropriate, to mitigate any aesthetic impacts. 

 

10.3.4 Number of Licenses 

 

Only one (1) Marijuana Retailers will be allowed to operate in the Town of Wenham at one time. 

 

10.3.5 Special Permit 

 

1. Procedure: The Planning Board shall be the Special Permit Granting Authority (SPGA) 

and shall conduct Site Plan Review for an applicant for a Marijuana Retailer.   

 

a. Application: In addition to the materials submission requirements of [SP] and 

[SPR], the applicant shall also include: 

 

i. A detailed floor plan of the premises of the proposed Marijuana Retailers 

that identifies the square footage available and describes the functional 

areas of the facility; 

 

ii.  detailed site plans that include the following information: 

 

1. Compliance with the requirements for parking and loading spaces, 

for lot size, frontage, yards and heights and coverage of buildings, 

signage and all other provisions of this Bylaw; 

 

2. Convenience and safety of vehicular and pedestrian movement on 

the site to provide secure and safe access and egress for clients and 

employees arriving to and from the site; 

 

3. Convenience and safety of vehicular and pedestrian movement off 

the site, if vehicular and pedestrian traffic off-site can reasonably 

be expected be substantially affected by on-site changes; 

 



 

 

 

4. Adequacy as to the arrangement and the number of parking and 

loading spaces in relation to the proposed use of the premises, 

including designated parking for delivery vehicle(s), as applicable; 

 

5. Site design such that it provides convenient, secure and safe access 

and egress for clients and employees arriving to and from the site. 

 

6. Design and appearance of proposed buildings, structures, 

freestanding signs, screening and landscaping; and 

 

7. Adequacy of water supply, surface and subsurface drainage and 

light. 

 

iii. a description of the security measures, including employee security 

policies; 

 

iv. a copy of the emergency procedures; 

 

v. a copy of proposed waste disposal procedures; and 

 

vi. a copy of all licensing materials issued by the Cannabis Control 

Commission or Department of Public Health, and any materials submitted 

to these entities by the applicant for purposes of seeking licensing to 

confirm that all information provided to the Planning Board is consistent 

with information provided to the Cannabis Control Commission and/or 

Department of Public Health, as applicable. 

 

b. The SPGA shall refer copies of the application to all Town departments and 

boards/commissions, including but not limited to the Building Department, Fire 

Department, Police Department, Board of Health, and the Conservation 

Commission. These boards/departments shall review the application and shall 

submit their written recommendations.  Failure to make recommendations within 

35 days of referral of the application shall be deemed lack of opposition. 

 

2. Special Permit Conditions on Marijuana Retailers: The SPGA shall impose conditions 

reasonably appropriate to improve site design, traffic flow, public safety, protect water 

quality, air quality, and significant environmental resources, preserve the character of the 

surrounding area and otherwise serve the purpose of this section.  In addition to any 

specific conditions applicable to the applicant’s Marijuana Retailer Establishment, the 

SPGA may include the following conditions in any special permit granted under this 

Bylaw: 

 

a. The use shall not generate outside odors from the sale of marijuana and marijuana 

products. 

 

b. A Security Plan shall be required for all Marijuana Retailers, which shall be subject to 

approval by the Fire and Police Chiefs and submitted to the Planning Board. 

 



 

 

 

c. The permit holder shall provide to the Zoning Enforcement Officer and Chief of the 

Police Department, the name, telephone number and electronic mail address of a 

contact person in the event that such person needs to be contacted after regular 

business hours to address an urgent issue.  Such contact information shall be kept 

updated by the permit holder. 

 

d. Marijuana Retailers may not operate, and the special permit will not be valid, until the 

applicant has obtained all licenses and permits issued by the Commonwealth of 

Massachusetts and any of its agencies for the facility. 

 

e. Marijuana Retailers may not operate, and the special permit will not be valid, until the 

applicant has entered into a Host Community Agreement with the Town relative to 

any facility permitted under this Bylaw. 

 

f. A special permit granted under this Section shall have a term limited to the duration 

of the applicant’s ownership and use of the premises as a Marijuana Retailer.  A 

special permit may be transferred only with the approval of the Planning Board in the 

form of an amendment to the special permit. 

 

g. The special permit shall lapse upon the expiration or termination of the applicant’s 

license by the Cannabis Control Commission.   

 

h. The permit holder shall notify the Zoning Enforcement Officer and SPGA in writing 

within 48 hours of the cessation of operation of the Marijuana Retailer’s expiration or 

termination of the permit holder’s license with the Cannabis Control Commission  

 

 

10.3.6 Prohibition Against On-Site Consumption 
 

No marijuana shall be smoked, eaten, or otherwise consumed or ingested in public or on the 

premises of a Marijuana Retailer absent a positive vote by ballot question presented to the voters 

of the city or town at a biennial state election pursuant to MGL Chapter 94G, Section 3(b). 

 

10.3.7 Prohibition Against Nuisances  
 

No use shall be allowed which creates a nuisance to abutters or to the surrounding area, or which 

creates any hazard, including but not limited to, fire, explosion, fumes, gas, smoke, odors, 

obnoxious dust, vapors, offensive sound or vibration, flashes, glare, objectionable effluent or 

electrical interference, which may impair the normal use and peaceful enjoyment of any 

property, structure or dwelling in the area.  

 

10.3.8 Severability 

 

The provisions of this Bylaw are severable. If any provision, paragraph, sentence, or clause of 

this Bylaw or the application thereof to any person, establishment, or circumstances shall be held 

invalid, such invalidity shall not affect the other provisions or application of this Bylaw.   

 

Or take any other action relative thereto. 



 

 

 

Commentary: If the zoning bylaw ban outlined in Article 17 fails, the Town wants to ensure that 

there is, at minimum, some restrictive zoning bylaw measures in place that would impose certain 

limitations on retail marijuana establishments seeking to be permitted to operate in Wenham.  

This measure would limit such establishments to retail use only, as defined under the state’s 

regulations.  The Planning Board would act as the Special Permit Granting Authority for any 

such applications.  If approved, the Town could only grant one such license and the retail facility 

could only be located within either of the small business districts on Main Street.  In addition to 

standard dimensional controls, this bylaw establishes a 500 foot buffer zone from schools, child 

care facilities, libraries, playgrounds, public parks, public beaches, youth centers, and any other 

similar facilities where minors commonly congregate.  On site consumption at any such retail 

establishment would also be prohibited.   

 

Recommendation of the Planning Board:  Favorable Action (4-0-0) 

Recommendation of the Board of Selectmen: Favorable Action (2-0-0) 

Vote needed: 2/3 Majority 

 

 

ARTICLE 20: Local Acceptance: Marijuana Retailer Local 

Sales Tax  
 

To see if the Town will vote to accept the provisions of MGL Chapter 64N, Section 3 to impose 

a local sales tax upon the sale or transfer of marijuana or marijuana products by a marijuana 

retailer operating within the Town to anyone other than a marijuana establishment at a rate of 

three percent (3%) of the total sales price received by the marijuana retailer as consideration for 

the sale of marijuana or marijuana products.  

Or take any other action relative thereto. 

 

Commentary: The Act to Ensure Safe Access to Marijuana included this local option that allows 

municipalities to impose a 3% local sales tax on all marijuana retail sales.  This article has been 

included so that the Town can recoup these revenues, which would be directed to the General 

Fund, if a ban on such sales is not adopted by Town Meeting.  Adopting this provision would not 

restrict the Town from separately negotiating a community impact fee, not to exceed 3% of gross 

sales, through the Host Community Agreement process required under the statute. 

 

Recommendation of the Board of Selectmen: Favorable Action (2-0-0) 

Recommendation of the Finance & Advisory Committee: Favorable Action (5-0-0) 

Vote needed: Simple Majority 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 



 

 

 

ARTICLE 21: Bylaw Adoption: Short term Guest Rentals in 

Homes Bylaw 
 

To see if the Town will amend the General Bylaws by inserting a new Chapter XXX: Short term 

Guest Rentals in Homes, as follows, 

 

Chapter XXX:  Short term Guest Rentals in Homes   

 

SECTION 1 

Purpose 

The rental of rooms in residential premises to short term guests, not otherwise expressly licensed 

for such purpose by the Town of Wenham or other proper authority, shall be allowed only in 

properties whose owners have obtained an annual license in accordance with the requirements of 

this by-law from the Board of Selectmen.  The licensing process is designed to protect the health 

and welfare of the short term guests, to ensure an orderly and transparent process for operating 

small-scale room rental services, and to protect the tranquility of residential neighborhoods.   

 

SECTION 2 

Applicability 

The rental of rooms in residential premises to short term guests is allowed in owner-occupied 

residential premises pursuant to being licensed in accordance with this by-law and consistent 

with the Town’s Zoning By-law. Short term guests are those who are staying in a dwelling unit 

for less than six (6) consecutive nights.  The Board may allow up to a maximum of four (4) short 

term guests at a time, provided suitable accommodations exist as determined by the Board in 

accordance with this by-law, and further provided that such maximum number shall be reduced 

by one for each non-short term guest or boarder residing in the same residential premises.   

  

SECTION 3 

Process 

Every owner of residential premises who offers rooms for rent to short term guests must first 

obtain a license to do so from the Board of Selectmen.  Licenses are valid for a calendar year and 

must be renewed annually.  Application for a license can be made at any time but the license 

shall expire December 31 of the subject year.  A completed application will be reviewed and a 

decision rendered at a public meeting of the Board of Selectmen. 

 

SECTION 4 

Applications 

Application shall be made on a form approved by the Board of Selectmen and shall contain 

sufficient information to determine the exact nature of the proposed short term rental operation, 

including location, number of rooms to be rented and whether food will be served to the guests.   

 

Completed applications shall contain the following: 

1. Affidavit confirming Board of Health compliance regarding: 

a. Food Safe certification if serving meals 

b. Compliance with the State Sanitary Code. 

2. Affidavit confirming Fire Department compliance regarding: 

c. Fire and CO alarms per code 



 

 

 

d. Fire escape routes marked for each room 

3. Affidavit confirming a valid Certificate of Occupancy 

4. Provision of a local authorized agent who can act on behalf of the owner in the absence of 

the owner in the case of any problems, violations or emergencies should they arise while the 

owner is not present. 

5. Signed agreement to maintain a guest registry showing the name of each guest and the 

night(s) of their stay.  The registry shall be made available for review at any time at the 

request of the Enforcement Agent. 

 

Application Fee:  The Board of Selectmen shall annually set a fee for applying for a Short term 

Guest Rental Home License.  The fee must be paid at time of application.  

 

The Board of Selectmen may grant licenses to those persons submitting applications in 

compliance with the requirements of this by-law.  A license issued under this by-law shall not be 

deemed to supersede the application of any other lawful requirements applicable to the use 

authorized therein, including the necessity of obtaining other licenses or permits. 

 

Owners are encouraged to adhere to guidelines for the short term rental of rooms that the 

Selectmen shall promulgate from time to time. 

 

SECTION 5 

Complaints and Enforcement 

 

1. The Board of Selectmen may designate such Town officials as they deem appropriate to 

carry out the enforcement duties under this by-law.  

 

2. If the Enforcement Agent as designated by the Board concludes that there has been a 

violation of this by-law or of the conditions of any license issued hereunder, shall send to 

the license holder, by registered mail to the address stated on the initial Application, a notice 

ordering cessation of the improper activities, 

 

3. If a license holder persists in such violation, the Enforcement Agent may seek enforcement 

of this by-law through the mechanisms set forth in Chapter XIX and Chapter XXIX of the 

General By-laws; and the penalty for violations of this by-law shall be a fine of $300 for 

each day an offense occurs.   

 

4. In the event that license holder persists in such violations, the Board may notify the license 

holder by mail as above, of a hearing to be held not less than four (4) days thereafter to 

show cause why said license should not be revoked, and following said hearing, may in its 

discretion, modify, revoke or amend the license. 

  

5. Upon petition of the property owner and/or license holder, abutters, or upon its own 

initiative, the Board of Selectmen may hold a hearing to determine whether or not the terms 

of this by-law, any other applicable state, federal or local law, or the license itself, are being 

complied with, and/or whether or not activities conducted pursuant to a license issued under 

this by-law constitute a nuisance or adversely impact the public health, safety or welfare. 

 



 

 

 

6. The Board of Selectmen may, after hearing, mandate licensure, modify, revoke or suspend a 

license issued hereunder. 

 

7. In addition, should the Board of Selectmen, after hearing, determine that a violation has 

occurred, it may direct the Enforcement Agent to seek enforcement of this by-law as set 

forth in paragraph 3, above. 

 

SECTION 6 

Validity 

The invalidity of any section or provision of this by-law shall not invalidate any other section or 

provision thereof. 

 

Or take any other action relative thereto. 

 

Commentary: Although the number of residents who rent out their homes or rooms in their 

homes in Wenham on a short-term basis is relatively limited at this time, the Town wants to 

ensure that these property owners are aware of and in compliance with all relevant health, fire, 

and safety codes.  This bylaw seeks to impose an annual application process to be administered 

by the Board of Selectmen, and will limit the number of guests at these licensed properties to a 

maximum of four at any one time. 

 

Recommendation of the Board of Selectmen: Favorable Action (3-0-0) 

Vote needed: Simple Majority 

 

 

ARTICLE 22: Zoning Bylaw Amendment: Accessory 

Apartments 

 
To see if the Town will vote to amend the Zoning Bylaw Section 4.3, Accessory Uses, by: 

deleting the strikethrough text and inserting the bold italic text and further by inverting the text 

of Sections 4.3.2.1. and Section 4.3.2.2., all as set forth below: 
 

4.3 Accessory Uses 

 

4.3.1 General 

An accessory use shall be permitted only where on the same lot with, and customarily incidental 

to, any of the uses permitted in the district. Specific accessory uses are regulated as set forth in 

the Table of Use Regulations. The term accessory use shall include but not be limited to the 

specific examples addressed below. 

 

4.3.2 Accessory Apartment 

4.3.2.1 Special Permit Required 

The Zoning Board of Appeals, by special permit, may authorize one accessory apartment within 

or as an attached portion of a single family dwelling unit or within an accessory building subject 

to the following: 

1) One of the units shall be occupied by the resident owner of the premises. 



 

 

 

2) The accessory apartment shall not exceed thirty-five percent (35%) of the floor area of 

the principal structure or one thousand (1000) square feet, whichever is less, and two (2) 

bedrooms. 

 

4.3.2.2 General Requirements 

The following general requirements apply to all accessory apartments including affordable 

accessory apartments. 

1) The accessory apartment shall be a complete separate housekeeping unit that functions as a 

unit separate from the principal unit. 

2) The lot shall contain at least twenty thousand (20,000) square feet (exclusive of wetlands and 

floodplains) unless the accessory apartment is in an accessory building, in which case the lot 

shall contain at least forty thousand (40,000) square feet (exclusive of wetlands and floodplains). 

3) Off-street parking for a minimum of three (3) vehicles shall be provided in the driveway or an 

accessory garage. 

4) To the extent feasible, the appearance of a single-family building shall be preserved. 

5) Only one accessory apartment may be created on a lot. 

6) Adequate provision shall be made for the disposal of sewage, waste, and drainage generated 

by the occupancy of the accessory apartment in accordance with the requirements of the Board 

of Health. 

7) Adequate provision shall be made for ingress and egress to and from the accessory apartment. 

Adequate landscaping shall be provided around the lot or the building(s) in order to preserve the 

single family residential character of the Neighborhood. 

 

4.3.3 Affordable Accessory Apartment 

Where the applicant demonstrates to the satisfaction of the Board of Appeals that the apartment 

will be made available to low and moderate income households in accordance with the 

regulations concerning G.L. c. 40B and 760 CMR 45.00, as they may be amended from time to 

time, the Zoning Board of Appeals, by special permit, may authorize an accessory apartment that 

does not exceed fifty percent (50%) of the floor area of the principal structure, fifteen hundred 

(1500) square feet and three (3) bedrooms subject to the following subsections as well as to the 

general requirements set forth in Section 4.3.2.2. The applicant shall subject the property to 

restrictions necessary to ensure that the Affordable Units will remain affordable. The form and 

substance of the restrictions and the tenant selection process shall be subject to approval by the 

Zoning Board of Appeals. 

 

4.3.3.1 Special Permit Procedures 

The procedures and standards for the submission and approval of a special permit application as 

set forth in Section 13.4 shall be are complied with except that: 

1) The applicant shall submit a notarized letter stating that the owner of the premises will occupy 

one of the dwelling units at all times, except for bona fide temporary absences. This shall be a 

condition of any special permit; 

2) The application shall include a floor plan of 1/4 inch to a foot showing proposed changes to 

the building and a site plan showing the location of the building(s) and the parking spaces. 

 

4.3.4 Decision  

The special permit shall not be made personal to the applicant and shall instead run with the land. 

Unless the permit expressly provides otherwise, all All special permits pursuant to section 4.3.2 

and 4.3.3 shall lapse at the expiration of one year from their granting. Unless otherwise expressly 



 

 

 

provided in the permit,  The special permit granting authority shall condition each special 

permit to terminate on the yearly anniversary date of the grant of the special permit and the 

special permit Special Permits for Accessory Apartments will automatically be renewed on an 

annual basis unless written objection is filed with the Town Clerk prior to any anniversary date. 

In the event of written objection, a public hearing shall be held prior to deciding whether the 

Special Permit will be renewed. 
 

Such Special Permit shall automatically terminate upon the sale, transfer or other change in 

ownership of the property of which such accessory apartment forms a part unless the property 

is being purchased with the intent to continue the use.  In such case, the new owner shall 

make an application to transfer the Special Permit or for the issuance of a new Special Permit, 

which must be submitted to the Planning Board within 60 days of the sale or transfer of the 

property. 
 

Or take any other action relative thereto. 

 

Commentary: These amendments to the Accessory Apartment permit process make the Decision 

section applicable to all accessory apartments and not just those that are deemed affordable.  

This change is consistent with state statute. By making this alteration, the special permit process 

will not be changed and these special permits will still be renewable on an annual basis.  These 

proposed changes also clarify that affordable accessory apartments must be permitted by a 

special permit through the ZBA, as is current practice. In addition, the renumbering of sections 

4.3.2.1 and 4.3.2.2 seeks to remove any potential ambiguity regarding the requirement of a 

special permit for accessory apartments for residents or contractors reading the Bylaw. 

 

Recommendation of the Planning Board:  Favorable Action (4-0-0) 

Recommendation of the Board of Selectmen: Favorable Action (2-0-0) 

Vote needed: 2/3 Majority 

 

 

ARTICLE 23: Zoning Bylaw Amendment: Common 

Driveways 
 

To see if the Town will vote to amend the Zoning Bylaw by inserting a new paragraph (6) in 

Section 5.2.6.5, Common Driveways, striking the word “this” and inserting in 5.2.6.5 a reference 

to Section 5.2.6, Residential Driveways, by deleting the strikethrough text and inserting the bold 

italic text, all as set forth below: 

 

5.2.6.5 Common Driveways 

 

Common driveways serving not more than three (3) lots may be allowed by special permit by the 

Planning Board. A common driveway must satisfy all of the conditions in this Section 5.2.6 

Residential Driveways as well as all of the following conditions: 

1) The centerline intersection with the street centerline shall not be less than 45 degrees; 

2) A minimum cleared width of 12 feet shall be maintained over its entire length; 

3) A roadway surface of a minimum of pavement or at least 4 inches of graded gravel, placed 

over a properly prepared base, graded and compacted to drain from the crown shall be installed; 



 

 

 

4) The driveway shall be located entirely within the boundaries of the lots being served by the 

driveway; 

5) Proposed documents shall be submitted to the Planning Board demonstrating that, through 

easements, restrictive covenants, or other appropriate legal devices, the maintenance, repair, 

snow removal, and liability for the common driveway shall remain perpetually the responsibility 

of the private parties, or their successors-in-interest; 

6) Each lot served by the common driveway shall have adequate frontage as required by the 

Zoning Bylaw Dimensional Requirements (Section 5.1). 

 

Or take any other action relative thereto. 

 

Commentary: The concept of common driveways can be misleading. Common driveways are 

typically requested to allow access to more than one lot in order to reduce the number of access 

points on public or private roads; to protect wetlands and sensitive natural areas from 

disturbance, including stormwater runoff; and/or to preserve a rural atmosphere.  These 

proposed changes seek  to clarify that each lot needs to have the requisite frontage on a roadway 

and that common driveways cannot be used to access back land that would otherwise not be 

buildable.   

 

Recommendation of the Planning Board:  Favorable Action (4-0-0) 

Recommendation of the Board of Selectmen: Favorable Action (2-0-0) 

Vote needed: 2/3 Majority 

 

 

ARTICLE 24: Zoning Bylaw Amendment: Personal Wireless 

Service Facilities 
 

To see if the Town will vote to amend the Zoning Bylaw to insert in Section 12.4.3.3. a missing 

reference to Section 12.4.5.6, with text to be inserted shown in bold italics, as set forth below: 

 

12.4 Personal Wireless Service Facility 

 

12.4.3.3 A PWSF that exceeds the height restrictions of this Section may be permitted by special 

permit in accordance with Section 12.4.5.6, below. 

 

Or take any other action relative thereto. 

 

Commentary: This article is an administrative change to add a missing reference accidentally 

omitted in this section when it was originally drafted and approved.  The addition of the correct 

reference will have no impact on how the Personal Wireless Service Facility Bylaw will be 

interpreted or administered.   

 

Recommendation of the Planning Board:  Favorable Action (4-0-0) 

Recommendation of the Board of Selectmen: Favorable Action (2-0-0) 

Vote needed: 2/3 Majority 



 

 

 

ARTICLE 25:  Local Acceptance: Municipal Veterans 

Assistance Fund 

 

To see if the Town will vote to accept the provisions of MGL Chapter 60, Section 3F to establish 

a municipal veterans assistance fund, whereby the Town may designate a place on its municipal 

property tax bills, motor vehicle excise bills, or mail with such bills a separate form for taxpayers 

to voluntarily check off, donate and pledge an amount of money for support of veterans and 

veterans services as authorized by the law. 

Or take any other action relative thereto. 

 

Commentary: This local option statute, if adopted, is intended to provide timely financial 

assistance to local veterans in need of food, transportation, and heating expenses from funds 

donated by residents.  Residents would be given the option to donate funds when submitting their 

property tax bills each quarter.  Once collected, the newly formed Veterans Committee will work 

with our local Veterans Service Officer to allocate these funds to eligible veterans who apply for 

this support.  Although the Commonwealth offers Chapter 115 financial assistance for veterans, 

very few Wenham veterans have been able to take advantage of these benefits over the years due 

to the state’s restrictive eligibility requirements.  This fund would provide a more responsive 

program specifically targeted to meet the needs of our veterans.   

 

Recommendation of the Board of Selectmen: Favorable Action (3-0-0) 

Recommendation of the Finance & Advisory Committee: Favorable Action (5-0-0) 

Vote needed: Simple Majority 

 

 

ARTICLE 26:  Local Acceptance: Modification to Senior 

Circuit Breaker Tax Exemption Program 

To see if the Town will vote in accordance with MGL Chapter 59, Section 5, Clause Forty-First 

C½, which statute provides the Town with greater flexibility to customize the so-called “senior 

circuit breaker program”, a property tax exemption for income eligible seniors, by reducing the 

eligible age of seniors from 70 to 65 years, and by increasing the amount of the exemption from 

5% to 10%; provided, however, that such statute must be accepted by the Town at the 2019 

Annual Town Election in the form of the following question, “Shall G.L. c.59, §5, Clause Forty 

First C½, granting real estate property tax reductions to qualifying senior citizens, be accepted?”. 

Or take any other action relative thereto. 

 

Commentary: This local option statute ultimately requires approval at the ballot.  However, the 

Town has the ability to make certain limited changes to this program first but must seek approval 

from Town Meeting to do so.  While the Town has already adopted Chapter 59 Section 5 Clause 

Forty-First C, the so-called senior circuit breaker tax exemption program, only about 10 

residents, or less than 1% of Wenham taxpayers, currently benefit from this exemption due to its 

very restrictive income eligibility requirements.   

 

These proposed changes would set the exemption amount at 10% of the average property tax bill 

instead of the fixed $1,000 amount under the current program. If the ballot measure does get 



 

 

 

approved in Spring 2019 and goes into effect in FY20, the new exemption amount will be 

approximately $1,030, based on next year’s estimated tax rate and median property valuations. 

It will then continue to track increases to the tax rate and property valuations going forward.  

 

According to our initial projections, while we have some financial capacity in the overlay to 

absorb the increased volume in exemptions expected to be granted under this expanded program, 

we will likely have to increase funding for the overlay by at least $35,000 in FY20 above the 

$135,000 amount we have historically allocated.  Ultimately, this proposal seeks to provide some 

limited local property tax relief to approximately 5% of our lowest income seniors. 

 

Recommendation of the Board of Selectmen: Favorable Action (2-0-0) 

Recommendation of the Finance & Advisory Committee: Favorable Action (4-0-0) 

Vote needed: Simple Majority 

 

 

ARTICLE 27:  Modification to Elderly Property Tax Deferral 

Program Interest Rate 

To see if the Town will vote to reduce the rate of interest that accrues on property taxes deferred 

by eligible seniors under MGL Chapter 59, Section 5, Clause Forty-First A from 8% to 4%, with 

such reduced rate to apply to taxes assessed for any fiscal year beginning on or after July 1, 

2018. 

Or take any other action relative thereto. 

 

Commentary: The Town also offers a property tax deferral program for income eligible seniors. 

These deferrals are recorded by the placement of a lien on the property and all deferred tax 

payments are ultimately collected by the Town upon a change in ownership.  Although we have 

seen very limited participation in this program over the years, the Town would like to act on our 

ability to decrease the interest rate for those who do enter into this program down from 8% to 

4%, which is more in keeping with rates charged by other area municipalities who offer this 

deferral option. 

 

Recommendation of the Board of Selectmen: Favorable Action (3-0-0) 

Recommendation of the Finance & Advisory Committee: Favorable Action (5-0-0) 

Vote needed: Simple Majority 

 

 

ARTICLE 28:  Modification to Elderly Property Tax Deferral 

Program Income Eligibility Levels  

To see if the Town will vote to increase the gross receipts that seniors may have in the prior 

calendar year to be eligible to defer property taxes under MGL Chapter 59, Section 5, Clause 

Forty First A from $20,000 to $40,000, with such increase to be effective for deferrals granted 

for taxes assessed for any fiscal year beginning on or after July 1, 2018. 

Or take any other action relative thereto. 

 



 

 

 

Commentary: The Town is seeking to increase the income eligibility requirements under this 

property tax deferral program up to $40,000, the maximum allowable by statute.  Again, very 

few residents have taken advantage of this program.  Although residents must meet other 

program requirements, these limited participation rates are likely due in part to the very low 

income eligibility thresholds.  Recognizing the financial pressures that mounting local property 

taxes place on our seniors, the Town is looking to provide greater relief where possible under 

the statute. If approved, these higher income eligibility standards will apply to the betterment 

deferral program outlined in Article 29. 

 

Recommendation of the Board of Selectmen: Favorable Action (2-0-0) 

Recommendation of the Finance & Advisory Committee: Favorable Action (4-0-0) 

Vote needed: Simple Majority 

 

 

ARTICLE 29:  Local Acceptance: Elderly Betterment 

Assessment Deferral Program  

To see if the Town will vote to accept the provisions of MGL Chapter 80, Section 13B, 

providing a mechanism for income eligible elderly residents to enter into deferral and recovery 

agreements for the payment of assessed betterments. 

Or take any other action relative thereto. 

 

Commentary: This article seeks to add a new deferral program that narrowly applies to 

betterments assessed to residents for specific improvements from which they benefit.  Unlike the 

property tax deferral program, residents seeking deferral on betterment payments may have a 

mortgage but must receive prior written approval form their mortgage holder before entering 

into this program. 

 

Recommendation of the Board of Selectmen: Favorable Action (2-0-0) 

Recommendation of the Finance & Advisory Committee: Favorable Action (4-0-0) 

Vote needed: Simple Majority 

 

 

ARTICLE 30:  Local Acceptance and Bylaw Adoption: 

Administration of Fines 

 

To see if the Town will vote to accept the provisions of MGL Chapter 40U in its entirety, 

allowing for the administration of fines as a result of violations of any rule, regulation, order, or 

by-law regulating the housing, sanitary or municipal snow and ice removal requirements of the 

Town; and to amend the General Bylaws by adding a new Chapter XXIX as set forth below: 

 

 

 

 

 



 

 

 

CHAPTER XXIX ADMINISTRATION OF FINES FOR CERTAIN 

VIOLATIONS 

SECTION 1 

The procedures for the payment and collection of unpaid municipal fines, as set forth in Chapter 

40U of the Massachusetts General Laws, are hereby adopted. 

 

 SECTION 2 

The Board of Selectmen shall appoint a Municipal Hearing Officer to conduct hearings of 

alleged violations of the Bylaws and Regulations specified in this Chapter. 

 

 SECTION 3 

The following Bylaws and Regulations and the specified penalties attached thereto shall be 

included within the procedure established under this Chapter.  Each day a violation is committed 

or permitted to continue shall constitute a separate offense and may be penalized as such 

hereunder: 

 

Bylaw or Regulation Subject Penalty 

Chapter XXI Water Use Restrictions $50 (first offense), $100 

(subsequent offenses) 

Chapter XXX Short term Guest Rentals in 

Homes 

$300 

 

SECTION 4 

Notwithstanding the provisions of this Bylaw, the Town may enforce its Bylaws and regulations 

or enjoin violations thereof through any lawful process, including but not limited to through 

Non-Criminal Disposition as set forth in Chapter XIX of the Town’s General Bylaws, and the 

election of one remedy by the Town shall not preclude enforcement through any other lawful 

means. 

 

 SECTION 5 

The invalidity of any section, provision, paragraph, sentence, or clause of this Bylaw shall not 

invalidate any other section, provision, paragraph, sentence, or clause thereof, nor shall it 

invalidate any permit or determination that previously has been issued. 

  

Or take any action relative thereto. 

 

Commentary: Although the Town has the ability to recoup fines issued for bylaw violations 

through the non-criminal disposition process outlined in Chapter XIX of the General Bylaws, 

doing so typically requires going through the district courts, which is an inefficient and time 

consuming process.  As proposed, this new local option bylaw, which only applies to violations 

of the so-called water ban and short term rental bylaws, allows the Town to collect these fines at 

the local level, adding any unpaid fines for these kinds of bylaw violations to the resident’s 

property tax bills. 

 

Recommendation of the Board of Selectmen: Favorable Action (3-0-0) 

Recommendation of the Finance & Advisory Committee: Favorable Action (4-0-0) 

Vote needed: Simple Majority 



 

 

 

ARTICLE 31: Change in Moderator Term from 1 Year to 3 

Years 
 

To see if the Town will vote to increase the term of the Town Moderator from one year to three 

years, provided that if this article is approved, the office of Moderator shall appear on the ballot 

at the 2019 Annual Town Election for a term of three years.   

Or take any other action relative thereto. 

 

Commentary: The Moderator position presides over Town Meeting, regulating the proceedings, 

deciding all questions of order, and making public declarations of all votes.  While Wenham has 

a history of Moderators who have held the position for many years, there can be a relatively 

steep learning curve for residents who are newly elected to this important elected position.  

Statewide, just over half of the Moderators have a three year term. While only approximately one 

quarter of the Moderators in Essex County have three year terms, it is the last elected position 

with a one year term in Wenham at this time. 

 

Recommendation of the Board of Selectmen: Favorable Action (2-0-0) 

Vote needed: Simple Majority 

 

 

ARTICLE 32: Bylaw Amendment: Change in Town Meeting 

Quorum Requirements  
 

To see if the Town will vote to amend Chapter 1, Section 1 of the Town Bylaws with respect to 

the quorum requirement for Town Meeting, by deleting the strikethrough text and inserting the 

bold italic text, all as set forth below: 

 

Five percent of the registered voters on the voting list at the time of an annual town meeting 

One hundred and twenty registered voters of the Town shall constitute a quorum for such 

each annual and special town meeting, and two percent of the registered voters on the voting 

list at the time of the annual town meeting shall constitute a quorum for all special town 

meetings prior to the next annual town meeting, provided that a number less than a quorum 

may from time to time adjourn the same. This section shall not apply to such parts of meetings 

as are devoted to the election of town officers.  
 

Or take any other action relative thereto. 

 

Commentary: Although Wenham has historically always managed to meet quorum requirements 

for Annual Town Meeting, concerns about the impacts of inclement weather in early April as 

well as an overall trend towards declining participation over the last five years are motivating 

factors behind this proposed change.  At this time, 5% of registered voters, the current quorum 

requirement for Annual Town Meeting, equates to about 140 residents.  This article would seek 

to decrease that number down to 120 residents to try to avoid the need to postpone Annual Town 

Meeting due to a lack of quorum.  At the same time, 2% of registered voters, the current quorum 

requirement for Special Town Meeting, equates to about 55 residents.  The intent of increasing 

the Special Town Meeting quorum requirement to match that of Annual Town Meeting is to 



 

 

 

ensure that the will of Special Town Meeting accurately reflects the input and interests of the 

community.  The shift to a fixed number instead of using a percentage of registered voters to 

calculate quorum is based on the expectation that our population levels will remain relatively 

static. 

 

Recommendation of the Board of Selectmen: Favorable Action (3-0-0) 

Vote needed: Simple Majority 

 

 

ARTICLE 33:    Election of Town Officers 
 

To choose the following officers: 

 

Board of Assessors, one position, three year term; Board of Health, one position, three year term; 

Board of Selectmen, one position, three year term; Hamilton Wenham Regional Library Trustee, 

two at-large positions, three year terms; Hamilton Wenham School Committee, two positions, 

three year terms; Moderator, one year term; Planning Board, one position, five year term and one 

position for three years – to fill an unexpired term; Water Commissioner, one position, three year 

term; Wenham Housing Authority, one position, five year term. 

 

And to answer the following questions: 

 

Shall the Town of Wenham be allowed to assess an additional $331,294 in real estate and personal 

property taxes for the purposes of funding the Town of Wenham’s annual assessment for the FY 2019 

Hamilton Wenham Regional School District budget as adopted by the Hamilton Wenham Regional 

School Committee? 

 

Shall the Town of Wenham be allowed to exempt from the provisions of proposition two and one-half, so-

called, the amounts required to pay the Town’s allocable share of the bond issued by the Hamilton-Wenham 

Regional School District for the purpose of paying costs of installing a fire suppression system at the 

Winthrop Elementary School, including the payment of all costs incidental or related thereto? 

 

Shall the Town of Wenham be allowed to exempt from the provisions of proposition two and one-half, so-

called, the amounts required to pay the Town’s allocable share of the bond issued by the Hamilton-Wenham 

Regional School District for the purpose of paying costs of various FY19 “Safety, Accessibility and 

Critical Infrastructure” capital projects within the District as outlined in the District’s Five-Year Capital 

Plan dated February 13, 2018, including the payment of all costs incidental or related thereto?    

 

And you are hereby directed to serve this warrant by posting attested copies thereof at Town 

Hall, Hamilton-Wenham Regional Library, Senior Center, and on the bulletin board outside the 

Fire Station seven days at least before the time of the meeting aforesaid. 


